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Nassau County 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Conservation Element (CS) 
Goals, Objectives and Policies 

Goal G.O 

Ut~ounty-shaii--The County shall cConsente,t~tiliw and fi3V<O'lec'J: am~ Silh~Bce ·~he liet~m'ai 
resom·ces ihai are impor-lcm~ to the economy, hea~lh, anlll £tualiiy or life of Cmmiy i'Gsiden~e 
of-.t-lte-area, inGiudiHg-ail';--water-,-we«aHd-,-\'laterw~ls,estuariesrvater-badfes,sails, 
mi nEm~~s,-veget-ativ~(}(nttHIIl ities,-·w~ldlif.e.,-w~ ldli fe---.ltabit-at,-and--othet'-natur-al-and 
cnvh·gnmcntal-rescur~e~, i em1Uri11g 'H1a~ a:1dequa~e re5om~es are av~Uable fm· fu~urc 
generaiions. 

OBJECTIVE 6.0+-CS.O·I 

Y-peA-P-Ian-adef}tioll;-t I he Couniy will ensure that it has adequate water supplies, of a quality 
sufficie nt for its intended use to meet existing and projected future demands ey-implementing-tl:le 
fallewlng-pelleie-s. 

P-ali~-

+He-Gtnmty-.sruHI-ret{l:llre, censisteflt-WAA-ti1C ru los ot-tl:l~at--wastewatef-Be--tEHlSOO 
whefe--{*lGtieah--New--wastewater treatmeflt.-.f3laffis--sl:laii--9EHeflUifed--tG--pravi9e--fer--tHe--rel:lse 
a.B~IoF--€1 isf:)asaJ...-.af....-wast-ewatef--13y-best-avai.Jae.le-tee+mele§Y;--if!GiHai-Ag-foF-a€jfiet~l-ttlfaH3F 
Ia ndsGaf:1i-A~r.fi€JalieR-;-(3erGe~an,or--atA~er-mittee-measu Fe&--Uflless-tla ta--are--(3 re-seRtBtl--te 
Sl:l~f:10ft.€1a.iffi&-faf-tfle-+Aabi~i-t~~eft-s.UGR--t:oo-se. 

Policy 6.Q.:1, 02 CS.01 .01 

WHrun-ane-year-af..afle~ting-tfle-€AR based plan-amendme-Ht;-t I he County shall r-equest-the-Gity 
of-F-erftafl~ina-BeaGI:HH'l€1-industfy-to-jeiH«y eeofdinate with participate in the preparation of the 
SJRWMD 2010 Water Supply Plan to determine the need for alternative water supplies to help 
meet future demands. +fle-stHfly..wi i i-GoA£ifleF;-at-a-minimum,-tfle-feasibi~Hy-of.-using-varioi:I-S-Wa ter 
wp ply a Item a tives-su6A--as-tfesa~in~tion,-tfaHSfef-Of.-wateF;-aflG-wa stewater-r-euse-as-a-peteJ:Wa~ 
a lt~tive-wat-ef-Wj3!}1 y....sew:ee. 

Policy G.G+.03 CS.01 .02 

The County sha ll wft.l:lholc-kltw-eleJ3ment-fi€Jhts-te only permit future land development to proceed if 
Hnless infrastruetHr~Git-iAffiH3e& adequate water supply capacity MEI-facilitie.sf is available 
concurrent with the impacts of that development in accordance w ith 9J-5.0055(2) (a), (b) and (c) . 
.:1 • The Ceu n ty-will-foon-a-sHJGy-gHHl p-te-word i nate-with-tfle-S-tate--ef.-RaFifla--a-M-tl:le-SJRWM bl--te 
YRifermly-eeHOBt--anEI--ana~~ter--use--Gata--evB~ears te determine-wat€f-HSe-tfCflGs.; 
iHel-tHHH9-Pf-GjeGtieH&-a n€1---water:--tjual ity,-to- ensHHl--afl-etjl.late-fu tu re watef-sup!=)lies-feF-all 
reasenaete-and-BenefiGial ~.Jsers . 
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Policy 6,Q.:h.Q4 CS.01.03 

Wii-RiR-Bne-yeaF-afteF-tl-:le--aeoptieR-Bf-the EAR-base4--ameAElmeRt,-t I he County's Land 
Development RB{JHia-tieRS Code (LDC) shall be-rBVised-te include ffitefla provisions, such as 
reduced densities and reduced impervious sutfaces in areas of high aquifer recharge to protect 
the functions of natural drainage systems and natural groundwater aquifer recharge areas, as 
identified by the St. Johns River Water Management District. 

Voluntary water conservation measures as defined by the St. Johns River Water Management 
District shall be promoted and become mandatory during water shortage emergencies for all 
potable water users including domestic, public, institutional, industrial, commercial and 
agricultural. 

Policy 6.G-+.D6 CS.01.05 

The County shall continue to enforce the Uniform Energy Conservation Construction Code that 
requires water conserving plumbing fixtures and devices in new construction . 

Policy CS.01 .06 

The County shall. in cooperation with the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD). 
include provisions in its Land Development Code (LDC) shall to incentivize the use of Low Impact 
Development (LID) techniques such as bio-retention facilities. rain gardens. vegetated rooftops, 
rain barrels. and permeable pavements. to reduce the impact of built areas and promote the 
natura l movement of water within the watershed. 

OBJECTIVE 9.02 CS.02 

The County shall protect natural communities and ecological systems that ar-e-seAsitive-to 
eevelepment-irn~aGts-anEi provide important natural functions for maintenance of environmental 
quality and wildlife habitats. 

Policy 9.02.01 CS.02.01 

Wit-Ai-A-BHe-JI€ar-aftef-tl-:lB-BEiBi*ien-of-t-OO-E-AR-based-amBHEimenH I he County sha II aeept 
feviseEi maintain or expand bGRs regulations in the Land Development Code (LDC) that provide 
for tree protection standards on 1-Re-baffief-islafiEi Amelia Island. 

Policy 6.02.{)2 CS.02.02 

WiU1iR-One-yeaf-8f:tBt~he--aElef3tiOA-ef-tHe-EA-R--Based-atfleRElment,-feeeomooEi--tihe County shall 
adopt WRs regulations in the Land Development Code (LDC) that require clusterln.g of 
developments in order to preserve wetlands, important native vegetative communities, and other 
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environmentally sensitive communities, by reducing or prohibiting development in the sensitive 
areas of the property. 

Peli~03 

A-91:l#BF-Of-Aattlfake§Btatie n-as-esta-BI+sheG-iR-Polisy-:h04A02-sR-atl-be-pr~viaee-wHere--wet~aRas 
GGBYf, 

Policy 6~~A CS.02.03 

Qur~A§-GGRStPl:J&tieH;--develeprnent The County will monitor construction sites for NPDES 
requirements includ ing the sl:!aU use Qf..temporary fabric barriers or similar means to mitigate the 
impacts of silt and untreated stormwater runoff. 

Policy CS.02.04 

The Land Development Code shall include requirements to preserve/replace the natural/native 
vegetation along perennial streams and waterways as defined in best management practices for 
silviculture to maintain the ecological functions of the area. to control erosion. and to retard runoff. 

Policy ~3Q CS.02.05 

For existing development that has a direct impact on adjacent wetlands and water bodies, 
retrofitting for storrnwater control shall be required when a bu ilding permit is issued for 
construction, rehabilitation or reconstruction activities, if the cost of the activity is 60% or more of 
the structure's value. 

Policy ~G CS.02.06 

Wetlands identified by the +004-W most recent SJRWMD land use and cover inventory are 
mapped en as part of the Future Land Use Map series. All wetlands, as verified by jurisdictional 
field delineation at the time of project permitting, are designated as Conservation l lancl use on the 
Future Land Use Map and shall be protected by policies contained within this Plan. 

Policy S.00..03Q..CS.02.07 

Wetlands shall be defined pursuant to the methodology prescribed in gestJen Chapter 373~ 
ReFida-StaMes ana SeGtien 373.421- Florida Statutes and Rule 62-343, F.A.C. 

M aFiRe-wetlands are aef-iflea-as--a r.eas-wl tR-a-watet:-wg i me--tle tem1i ne~Fi rna+i~y-by-t~tfes--aRa 
whefe-ttle-Gemi nan t ve§etati9R-is-sa#-telefaffi-{31aAt-speeie& 
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Pelley 6.02.0JF-

Reseweth 

Policy 6.02-.001=1 CS.02.08 

Incompatible land uses are shall be directed away from wetland§..Qy the following mechanisms: 

3.f:ll Developmen t shall f irst avoid wetland impacts and then minimize impacts when they are 
unavoidable. 

I .ID F~es iden tial densities in Upland buffers required for development ad jacent to wetlands shal l 
be as described by 6.02-o03g, above Future Land Use Element Policy FL.04.01 (A-J). 

2.g The Land Development Code (LDC} shall require w clustering of non-agricultural land uses 
aw<!)' from wetlands is r-equired. 

Policy ~I CS.02.09 

Where appropriate, freshwater wetlands shall be incorporated into stormwater management plans 
in order to ensure the continuity of natural flow ways. 

Policy M2-QJJ- CS.02.1 0 

Proposed development on parcels conta ining wetlands shall direct land uses away from wetlands 
by clustering the development to maintain the largest contiguous wetland area practicable and to 
preserve the pre-development wetland conditions. +Ai6-flel~sy-shaii-Be-fmplemeflteG-thr-ol:l€JR-the 
appliea«e~feaera I a n9-state- weHaml- permillifi§-Pre€Jf-ams-wher-e-#le-appl1eam Pro posed 
development shall first seek to avoid wetland impacts and then to minimize impacts when they 
are unavoidable consistent with state and/or federa l permitting programs. (Note: This policy is not 
intended to duplicate any federal or state wetlands permitting program). 

Policy 6.02-.001< CS.02. 11 

Where projects have unavoidable adverse impacts to wetlands, mitigation shall be required in 
order to ensure that the project does not result in a net loss of wetland functions. Mitigation 
requirements shall be determined using the Uniform Mitigation Assessment Methodology (UMAM) 
adopted by DEP and binding on local governments. A-R~et--iess-ef-wetlaR9-f.I:JRGtieR-S---fs 
presumed-t~ccur fer--13rejects recei-viAQ federal anEI-state-peffAH&-and havinQ-an overall 
mWgation rat~e-ef-flot-1-ess-tflan 1 acre miti§ated--fef-:t---acr-e-i-mpacted~ova~-ef--ffiva.sive-e*Bties 
VBfjetaHon-sl=!a II-A et-99-€onsid ere d as paft..ef.-tfle-everal~-miti9 a Hon-ra#o-: 
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Policy e.Q6QJb CS.02.12 

The polices of the Conservation Element shall not be construed to prevent timbering operations 
so long as timbering operations utilize Best Management Practices specified in the most recent 
Silvaculture Best Practices Handbook published by the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, Division of Forestry to minimize the effects on the wetlands. 

At-least 25% ef..-al.H}f3en-sf3aGe-FeftYiretl-fe-~lanneG--GeVBI9-f31flef!ls-shaH-be--f3FeSer:ve9-a&-na-tYFal 
afeas-a&--{3ef--the-feHewffi~staf!El-aH.IS7 

a. The-preservation- re{!-uirements feF-the-tJresew-at~on-aRd-r€-6-ter:a tion---ef 
Ra tu Fal--a r:eas-a-r-e-c-a IGll~a teEl-eR-th&f] FGSs-a€fea qe-ef-1 119-j:}FO j eGt-site1 less 
tAe-noA-«t~er--ai-MRe-aFea--Of-a~x+stifl€J-fllaf!-fHaEle-wa tef-Betly. 

b. T ll&-f}Hff30 se-e-f-t h ese-j:JreseFVa tioo-r-€quifem6fl-t&-js-t&-Se t-asitle-too 
Fefj{;lir:eG---f3erHeA-Of-tRe-sit~o-flfeseFVe-exisHH~J--Hative-veget-ative 
Gemmun i ties-afle/oF-te-fe-stere-tl~e-req u ireEI--f3eFt~oo-e-t--too-site--te-suf3!39Ft 
tH&estaBUsl~ men-t-e f-natfve-vegeta tive-Gellllfl{;IA~tie&: 

2. VVetland---afl€Hlplan9--afeas-knewA-te--be-ut~I~G-By--entlangered-aREl 
tHreatenetl S!36€ie-s-eF-Ser-ve as GoFfiEler-s-feF-the-move-ment-Gf.-w.Hdlife 
-stlal l-8e--j3r-eser:vefl-.a.nEl--pr:eteBteEI-i-R-erE!ef-tG-fa81it-ate-t-Ae-me-ven~effi-Bf 

wilalife-tflfe~:~gl-l-tHe-si-t€7 

a. UplaREl-f:labitat--shaH- be part of the preser:vffi~e-n--r-€qHiFeHlent 

wfl9fl-WetffiflEl-s-alefle-€1~ot-BeRSt-itute-tH€-eA~fe-fefll:l~ent: 

~ser:veG--FtattlfCH-a reas sAall--be-wnneG-te-El- tAFel:lflBOI:It-t-Re 
pr-ojoot-ar-€a-and--13e--roRHe€ted-te-eff-si.te-natural-aFea5-tD-tAe 
greatest-exten-t-pos-sible.,. 

c. Pa ssive--u ~u cl'l-8-S--n awre-tr-a il-s-a re-a41ow9EHn-t he-n-a tur-a4 
afea-S: 

3. Natur-a 1--area&;---espeGffilly-pr-€-servetk\le t1 an Els, stla4~e--iflteFGenHectea 
w#hin-tl~e-site-anG-t-e-ot-Ref-weUaRa-aJ:ea&er-wilelife-wffieel'&€ff-si t&.-; 

4. VVetlan€1-fiBw-ways-thr-el:lgR-the--pr:ejeGt-shall-be-Alairn-aiReEh 

Policy 6.G6-Q4 CS.02.13 

Stonnwater management systems, including rerouting and maintenance of drainage ditches and 
control of development in areas of sheetflow, shall be used where appropriate, to enhance the 
hydrologic conditions of stressed or impacted wetlands. 
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Policy &.00.05 CS.02.14 

All construction in floodplains and floodways shall be required to comply with FEMA, Federa l 
Insurance Administration, and County building codes. 

Policy e.w.GeA-CS.02.15 

Silviculture activities shall be encouraged to follow the best management practices outlined in the 
fHlhliGatieM«~ed most recent Silviculture Best Management Practices Handbook published by the 
~sed-May 1993, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of 
Forestry~ 

Policy M-2.07 CS.02.16 

Waterfront developments shall be designed to ensure that stormwater runoff and erosion do not 
affect ambient water quality of adjacent waters in accordance with Chapters 38"1 and 62-600, 
F.A.C. 

PGiicy 6.02.08 

WHBiR-Bne-yea-f--{}f--atlepliH€1 the EAR-based plaA-amefldmeHt-LDRs band-Develef3meRt 
~ati9flS-6hall----he-ad{)pted that roquir.e-4B-flew-develepmem-to be reviewed-fef-the 
establffillment-and acq u!sitiefH3f.ml.tur-a 1-GreeRways-wheFO-I.~ey-may-previee-liRk&betweoo-Hat~:~re 
rose JVe s, pa r-k-S;-€1:1 I tu ra I a Rd-H isteflc-sites,-natl:l ra I wet! and s,hea6He s-ami--BI-Aet:....wateF-hoffie&.
Nefl-liRkiR€J-exf3aRSien-oF-e*tBHSien-ef-greeR-Vo~ays-wiii-Be-Bensidered-tt>-help-pres€f11-e--Ha ttlf8 1 
flooepl-aiHS-;-WetlaAd-s-a-Hd--H-at+ve-flahitat-er-wildli-fe-mevem€fl-kel:lte&.--GreeAWaY--£0r-ridors-may-be 
useEI-foHewUf€e-tORSe!VatieH-Gr-recFeatien (i.e.: bike--4fa.il-s}.-AcquisitioA-may-9e-hy-purchase; 
easBmefl-t-+GR.,eF-pl:lhliGipr~vate-paftAer-sh ip7 

YpOfl-aeoption-of-I-Ae-€-AR-baseG-plafl-amendmeA-t,t~e-Got~-Rty-sA-all-forrn--a-B-it£ens-committee-to 

iden-tify a rea s of.-th&€e-llflty--stl ita ble-feF-i}feB~~way-tfes~§Hatio n.,.....The-oomm i ttee-wi l!-~131 ore-fBE!Ofal, 
stat&,-fB§ ieAal-a A~ oca l-pFe€J rams--a R€1---Hl HGiAg-seu t:ce&-t-e-acq u i re-aAE!-pr-eser-ve--tfle-idet~ tif.iecl 
a~ 

OBJECTIVE CS.03 

iflle County shall seel< to preserve and expand Its "green Infrastructu re" by creating and 
p rotecting a network of waterways, wetlands, woodlands, wildlife habitats, greenways, and other 
natural areas wh ich sustain clean air, water, and natural resources: provide for a sustainable 
economy: provide recreational opportunities and enrich the quality of life for County resident~ 
3,nd visito rs. 
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Policy CS.03.01 

The County should actively seek to acqu ire and/or manage natural lands for its green 
infrastructure that can provide the strategic connection of ecosystem components that are crucial 
for mainta ining the values and services of natura l systems. This may be achieved through 
purchase. donation. conservation easement. clustering of development rights on the least 
sensitive areas of a site. public/private partnerships. development agreements or development 
orders. 

Policy CS.03.02 

ifhe County should consider the establishment of a land acquisition fund for the public acquisition 
of important areas of green infrastructure. Such a fund wi ll utilize a "will ing selle( approach; and 
its establishment will require the aml!Qval of a majority of the electorate. 

Policy CS.03.03 

In order to avoid habitat fragmentation. roads crossings within areas designated Conservation 
(CSV I and II) on the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) wi ll be minimized and incorporate fences and 
other features to direct wildlife to safe crossings. 

Policy CS.03.05 

Incentives shall be included in the Land Development Code (LDC) for the sale. donation. or 
granting of conservation easements on suitab le sites that will contribute to t11e County's green 
infrastructure. These incentives shall give priority to sites that may provide strategic connections 
of ecosystem components. including links between nature reserves, parks, cultural and historic 
sites. natural wetlands. beaches and other water bodies . Non-linking sites may be considered to 
hmJJ_Qreserve natura l floodplains. wetlands. and native habitat or wildlife movement routes. 

OBJECTIVE 6.QJ CS.04 

t:lf.lell---PJaR-aeGptieA,-t I he County shall protect the water resources of the County from 
contamination by industrial wastewater disposal and sewage effluent disposal systems t:~ti li~AfJ 
t-He-f{;l lfGwiA€J--PGiiGies. 

Policy 6.oo,.{).:t. CS.04.01 

New septic tank systems will-tGffiiflt:~e-tG must be permitted prior to the issuance of a bui lding 
permit and inspected and approved by the County Health Department prior to issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for any structure. 

Policy CS.04.02 

Tile Land Development Code (LDC) shal l continue to maintain a minimum 100- foot horizontal 
setback for septic systems from the St. Marys River. 
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OBJECTIVE 9rll4 CS.05 

Throughout the planning period, water quC~ Iii.y relating to the impacts of point and non-point 
pollution sources to surface waters within the Couniy will be maintained or improved. 

Policy 6.04-.Q..:t. CS.05.01 

The aee~-hf)R!s Land Development Code (LDC) shall contain provisions to ensure adequate 
retention/detention of s tormwater runoff to maintain surface water quality, to ensure percolation 
and reduce adverse impacts to drainage canals, surface water, and groundwater. National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) baseline and target criteria shall be 
incorporated as applicable. 

~ndustries-wAiGil-ar-e-j3er-m~tteEI-Gi£GRar"§e-inte-t11e-wateF--OOtl~es-G~Gel:fffiy--f1lust-me-et-all 
8f3!3liGable--state-aOO--fetleral-iJ-Y~tfeliHe-s--fGf-water~{laiHy, 

Policy M4.03 CS.05.02 

The County shall monitor its closed landfills in compliance with standards established by federal, 
state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines. 

OBJECTIVE~ CS.06 

t:lpon-atloptieA-Of-tt1e-E-A-R-baseG-f31a!Hlmendment,t I lle County shall im(31ement meas{lfBS-as 
lntlleated-below-tG conserve, appropriately use and protect fisheries, wildlife, wildlife habitat, 
marine habitat, and native plant communities in a healthy environment and for the enjoyment of 
future generations. 

Pelicy 6.05.01 

:f-Re-GGHffiy-shall-wn.sitfe r-t.A-e-reeo m meflea ti on 5-GH t&-fj r:eeawa y-oomm~ t tee-ts-aGql:li t:e,-tl=lfG Uf.l h 
deAatioos-Gf-J3Uffil:lase,efWirBflffient.ally-se-m;itive-fafld-to-ass{lr-e-th~f-GenservatieA-aHG--j3roteGt 
t.Ae~f-8\la-i.la-bility fur fulYr-€iJeHef8tiomr. 

:f--Re-Gelffit.y-&l-1all-teMieer-tA€-feGGmmeflaatieHS--Gf-if.s-.§feeflway-wffifl~iHee as to wl-letller-to 
estaeliBA-a--laA~{lisit-IOfl-fuflG-.fuf-tRe.-pl:lblie-a€€!llisitieA-Gf-iffii3GFtaflt-affia&-ef-natural habitat-afltf 
envimnme-nta lly-seASi We-la oo,t.A Feug h-fefleral,-stat-e,a ntf--f8§1eAa l-la-ntf-aGquffiit.ieA-f3r-GgfaffiS-:. 

Policy 6.05.02A CS.06.01 

The County shall sffive seek to acquire management agreements for flatwoods and forests of the 
St. Mary's River Basin that would favor the continued management of the timber resources on a 
sustainable, long term basis, applying Best Management Practices as described in the most 
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recent Florida Division of Forestry publication: Silviculture Best Management Practices 
H a ndbooi<,....FeV-iBoo-May-:J-9W-and-PBiiGy4()2...,0eA. 

Policy 9.Qa..QJ CS.06.02 

The County shall request that the Florida Division of Forestry, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the St. Johns River Water 
Management District, and other appropriate agencies work together with landowners ef-tfatts-ef 
land to ensure wise QJ:QQlli: management of endangered and threatened species of plants, fish, 
wildlife, and their habitat in which they are located. These agencies shall also be requested to 
assist in development of the County's land development regulations and future ordinances for 
protection of these resou rces. The County will participate 9y in the implementiHfjation of lan<=klse 
aRd land development regulations and incentives/disincentives necessary to protect endangered 
and threatened species and the habitat in which they are located, such as establishing a beach 
lighting ordinance, the use of greenways and other natural buffers. and reduced densities or 
intensities of uses adjacent to preserved habitat in order to conserve wi ldlife popu lations and 
habitat. 

Policy CS.06.03 

The County shall include provisions in the Land Development Code that encourage the use of 
drought tolerant and native vegetation in landscape design for future developments. 

The Co I:.IR ty-sRal-klefiHe-biste d S peGies-as-these-plaRts-a nG-a-HiH=!a Is that are-fmmally-UsteG-as 
e-ndafl§ef€4;-T-I:!r-eateHeEI,....ef--a-Speeies-ef...Specia I CenGOffi;-Br as a cot=l=lmereia~lei-tea--plant 
by-t-Re--US-QepaFtmoot-ef-tl=le-1-Htefier,~n€1-Wildl#e-SeFVioo-t§O C FR 17 .1-1-:12) or th~leflea 
F-ish and \tViiEIIife-GenseAA!HeA-Gammission (Chapter 39 27 F . .'\.C.) or-tfle...FJGfida---QepaFtment-ef 
Afjficult-1.:1 Fe-aflti-CeHBumef...SBPJ.i~;e~ien-581 F. S.). 

Policy 9.Q~4 CS.06.04 

The County shall coordinate with appropriate agencies to prohibit or limit marinas and prohibit 
discharges under applicable law in legislatively designated Outstanding Florida Waters, Class II 
Waters, Wild and Scenic Rivers, and other sensitive areas designated for protection. 

The--CeUffiy-Bhall-€oorEiiAate-witR--aEijaceAt-lecal-fjove-mmeRts-i+Hl:le--preteetieH-eklndan§-Of8tl-or: 
tHreatenetl-speeies-aREI-tHe--Rabi~at-iA-WRiGh~they-exfsh 

Tfle--GolfAty-sfla II-i Ri tia t€-;--Sooject-to-fi-VfHla ble--r-e-selffGBs,tAe-inve n tef)'-;-ffiCl f3P i ng,afld-proteGtiBH-ef 
ooEiaR§Ot:etl-aRd--trn:eatened----species-e~aflts-aAG-wi-IEil ife---anG--tHe-ha-9itat-in-wh~cA--#ley--ex-tst-te 
ensure their contin~:~eG-st:Jwival.-
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Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/10/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affa irs (DCA) 7/13/2010 

The-Getmty-wHl--refiuest--ass~sta n € 0 from th e--F-IGfiGa-F-fsl-1-ami-Wlldl~nse rva tiot-H;om Atf&sioH 
er--the Federai-Wildlif~e-FVire--ffi--tfe.teFmiAiA~ll~-e--viaai~ity of knowH~opu~atien&-Bf throateneG-aH4 
oodangereEI-s~eGies-and-rewmmende~r{)teetie!HHeasur.e& 

Policy a.Q5.-08 CS.06.06 

Marinas and ports proposed for siting adjacent to Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
designated manatee sanctuaries, foraging areas, or in or adjacent to freshwater or warm water 
discharge habitat areas must receive DEP approval prior to requesting County permits for 
construction. 

Policy a.Q5,09 CS.06.07 

The County's laHtHlevele~men~fef}UiatieAs Land Development Code (LDC) shall be revised 
contain provisions to speGify require that developments proposed adjacent to ~t~tBtaAdiRg 
~oFida-Water5!, aquatic preserves. wildlife sanctuaries, wildlife refuges, wildlife management 
areas, state or national preserves, state forest§, aHG or publicly owned parks or gardens aHd 
wil€11~fe---mana§ett!eRt-ar-eaB-in the County st1all be environmentally compatible in order to 
conserve wildlife populations and habitat through the use of buffers, lower densities and 
intensities of use, adjacent to boundaries, etc. 

Policy &.-05;1.0 CS.06.08 

The County, shall cooperate and seek partnerships with its adjacent jurisdictions, Federal and 
State agencies. non-profit organizations and private landowners sheHld-c--BopefatG to retain the 
significant habitats for native wildlife and vegetation. If on-site habitat of threatened or 
endangered species should be disturbed by new development, similar habitat should be 
protected, through land bani< mitigation, with an emphasis on viability by virtue of its size, 
configuration, and connecting habitat. 

Policy CS.06.09 

The County shall seek an active role in the management of lands owned by the State of Florida, 
the St. Johns River Water Management District. and other public agencies to ensure the 
maximum en joyment and benefit to County residents from the use and management of these 
lands. 

OBJECTIVE 6.-Qe CS.07 

~oA-P-lan-adoptieR-;-t I he County will ensure that air quality shall be maintained or improved 
throughout the County, by meeting or exceeding those minimum standards established by state 
and federal agencies. 

Nassau County 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Conservation Element 

Goals, Objectives and Policies 
Page 10 



Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/10/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affairs (DCA) 7/13/2010 

Policy ~9~- CS.07.01 

ffioostfy All commercial and industrial uses locatin§ed in the County shall be required to meet or 
exceed the air quality standards established by state and federa l agencies. 

Policy ~9.02 CS.07.02 

U-To minimize the impact of vehicular traffic is--fetH~tl--to-be-a-1-l--on air quality j3FG9~em,methods 
should be investigated to reduce vehicle traffic by including bikeways, pedestrian ways, public 
transportation, and other means into the County's transportation system where applicable. 

OBJECTIVE 6..07- CS.08 

The Couniy will-stfWe.-tG--FeS{fGe-€Re~nsunl~tien-bet-A--feF--U~~I:Iblis-an~Fivate-seGtoFS shall 
promote water and energy conservation strategies to support the protection of the County'~ 

natural resources 

P-ollsy..Q.07.01 

+he-Go u nty wi 11-prmte-en eF§Y-€0n seNa-tien-ill--J*ibli&a nEI-pFivate---OO~Wing-&-

P-oll~ 

@~:~iiEiin€)--BHG--lands~e--ee--s~lenfr-WH!l-sola-r---aM-otRef--alternate ener~.y.-s00f6es--s!leul€1-9e 
l!we--sl:i~d-and-eBBeuFageG-whefe--aWropPiate--«Hee-Yee--tl~e-a-me~:~nt-ef-enerwre€j-{JifeEI-Gf.-oow 
GG 11S!fi:!GtitH~ 

Policy CS.08. 01 

The County shall encourage energy-efficient land use patterns within the Urban Development 
Area and Rura l Transitioninq Areas as shown on the Development and Preservation Framework 
found in the back round data and anal sis for this Plan romotin a com act mixture of 
residential and non-residential uses in order to conserve energy and reduce greenl1ouse gas 
,!3missions . 

.Polley CS.08.02 

The County shall encourage energy efficiency in the design and construction of new housing. and 
shall consider integration of the United States Green Building Counci l (USGBC) Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System or another nationally 
recognized green building rating system into the Land DeveloQment__Qode to promote sustainable 
site development. water savings, and energy efficiency. 
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Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/1 0/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affairs (DCf\ ) 7/13/2010 

Policy CS.08. 03 

The County shall consider a requirement that buildings financed by, constructed by, or 
substantially renovated by the County be designed or retrofitted to meet the United States Green 
Build ing Council (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating 
system, or another nationally recognized green building ratinfL.§ys;tem. 

Policy CS.08.04 

The County sha ll, through the Land Development Code, promote the use of renewable energy 
resources by allowing appropriate placement of structures for the generation of wind and solar 
§!llirgy to be permitted in residential areas. 

Policy CS.08.05 

The County sha ll adopt provisions in the Land Development Code to promote the use of Florida 
Friendly Landscaping techniques and native or adapted plants in order to reduce potable wate~ 
consumption for irrigation for new development. 

Polley CS.08.06 

The County sha ll require the use of Florida Friendly Landscaping techniques and native or 
adapted plants in order to reduce potable water consumption. 

Policy CS.08.07 

The County shall promote the use of Low Impact Development (LID) techniques approved by the 
St. Johns River Water Management District within new subdivisions in order to protect the water 
resources of the County, preserve OQen space, minimize land disturbance and link green 
infrastructure components. 

Policy CS.08.08 

The County sha ll promote the use of Energy Star or equiva lent high-efficiency apgliances and 
fixtures to reduce energy use in public and private building~ 

Polley CS.08.09 

The County shall continue to promote those land uses that sequester carbon emissions, such as 
agriculture and timber production, therefore improving the air quality of the County , 
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Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/10/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affa irs (DCA) 7/13/2010 

OBJECTIVE (hl)g CS.09 

The Countv will ensure that ~mi~ue a§fiGl:!Hur-allsilvieultlnal soils and water resources for 
agricu lture and silvicu lture will be conse1ved and managed. 

Policy &.-Q&O.:f. CS.09.01 

The County will support and work with the Nassau County Soi l and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) office to develop methods and educate the agricultural commun ity about soil 
conservation and erosion control practices. 

Policy 6.08.02 

Policy CS.09.02 

The County shall coordinate with the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD), the Florida Dept. of Aqricuture and Consumer Services (DACS), and the County 
Extension Agent to explore programs that will protect the integrity of agricultural land and 
strengthen the County's ag ricultural base. 

OBJECTIVE e,oo CS.1 0 

tJpen-P-lan-adepUeR;-t I he County shall conserve, appropriately use and protect mineral deposits 
of economic value. 

Policy &..00.0-:f. CS.1 0.01 

Impacts from mining operations within the County's forested wetlands shall be minimized, through 
avoidance of disruption of occupied endangered or threatened species habitat or through 
requiring restoration of similar habitat when mining is approved in forested wetland. Mining 
operations and restoration of mined areas must meet the standards of Rule 62C-1 6.0051 FAC. 
For mining in wetlands, these standards include Rule 62C-1 6.0051 (5), (6), (7), (9) and (1 0). Any 
mining approval by the County will be subject to approval from environmental permitting agencies 
and local government. 

Policy 6.09,.02 CS.10.02 

The County shall prohibit any mining operations, which would negatively impact the quality and 
quantity of groundwater supplies of existing users. 
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Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/10/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affairs (DCA) 7/13/2010 

+he-Geunty..-sl-lall~mtee-t--ar.eaB---ef--eGGnemiea~ly va luable--fl~iner-al~ef3esit&--ffe~Fematur~ 
aevelef}meAt-thFG~fElg rams sucR-as-+r-cmsfe!:--Gf--.Q.e.velef3R~eRt-Ri g h ts whish-a Acou rage-the 
r~seFVat~eR-Gf.-laf!ds-foF-futHFEHI5e&.-

Policy ~M4 CS.10.03 

The County shall regulate mining operations as follows7~ Commercial mining operations include 
man-made water bodies or dry pits greater than 20 feet in depth. measured from the top of the 
bank. Mining operations shall be permitted only in ~rultural-ft+p-te--0-aerosj-aAEi the Industrial 
land use category {5--aGr-e-s-eHBeFej. No mining operations if!Bkldi-A{J or petroleum, natural gas, 
and liquid natural gas drilling shall be permitted within 2QQ 660 feet of a property line. Mining 
oper:alions--imJJaeting-a-aGres ef SI:Hfase-area-oHess er mer-e-aGres-ek-ur:faee--area-will-be 
~tl~a400-4-hf9H~h LDRs te-f-e-stFiet-ll~e--tOO:Oflt-Gf...beHGYf.-!Jit-s-aAG--ereege--aAEI-f~ll-aGlivities-te--witB~R 
2DO-feet--ef-propefty--4ffies-eF-WetlaA8-boundaFies-anEI to a de.ptR--net-te exceea the-tep-layer-ef 
oveflyi ng-str:ata-proteGti ng-petable-water:-aq1::1i fer:s 

P-GiiG)'40~4A 

~ mf}acts-ffi::u'H-miflffi~!3er:a4iens-withffi.-t.l-le--Ge unty.!s--foresteG-wetta-Bds-sHa 11-be-m I nimized, through 
aveiaan ce of dis wptien-e t--ecc-uf}ieEI---eAd-an€JereEI---Br---thr-e-atOfleEI--5 130 c ies ha 9i la t-eH.f!feHg-h 
FeEjH ififlg-rester:a4ien-ef simi Ia F-f:la ai tat-wh&R--Ill inffig-fs-a.ppreveEl- i rl--ferest-etl--wetlan~ i ~ H€J 

Gf3effitiGfl&-aflG-restefatieA--Elf-mineEI-afea&-ffil::l&l-fHeet--tRe-stantlaFEls-ef--Rtll~-.:t4-Q051 FAG. 
Mf-min4n§-in-wettaf!Gs,tRese--stanEiar-ds-inGJ.utle-RH!e 62G 16. OQ.a.:l-{-13~€1+1-Q.)-, 

+He-GGURly;--w~tRiH--its--aBfl.ily-te-8G-YR8e~la4~aw, shall pmhlbit any minin§-Oj:>erat-iens,-wh~ffi 
we1::1~d-Rega lively i m J3aGt-the-tj uali ty-a nEI--Ejuant+ty-ef-gFGooEiwatef-S{:Jpplies-ef..existifla-«Sof&;. 

WIth i A-D ne-yeaF-ef-aaej3tlfl~he-€AR-ba sed-plafl--affiOfldme-n-t,-Na ssa u--Geu n ty-sha-11--aElept--hD Rs 
tha~..,clefine-butfe~Bnes-aFOOfltl-miH4A€)-aRd-borrow 13it areas. The-l-DRs-will-alsG-tlefifle-aAG 
r:eseuFGeS--Whi ch can net-be-restored-a-R6H:e6tr~Gt-fl1 in i ng-a n€1--9eFfGW--.pi+-aBti-IJ.i ties--ta-la nd--etl-ts ide 
those-.bufferST2..,requir-e-identiflsatien-and-proteetion-ef-afGhaeelegiGai-pFGJ}er'ties-en-sites-pmposea 
feHfliHiR!JfBElffEl~it-s-;--ana , 3.restfiet--tAe--l:lBe--ef-lanEl-that contains ecenemiGally-H3GGVefable 
ffi ifle ra I de f3e&it&--afl-G--Iies--ou lsi de-e~w i r:en r~enta~y-se n s i ti:ve-a reas-te--aGt+vities--that-will-flet 
j:)Fe~ude-.lat0f-6X41-ac-t~on-ef-4hese-mioorakh 

OBJECTIVE S.W CS.11 

tJpon-~an-aaept~oo,tihe County shall take appropriate measures to safeguard its residents and 
natural resources from dangers of hazardous materials. Me-asl:lfe7GeunlY-Will-implemOflt 
meaeuFes-te-pr~&feSiEien ts-a nd-n at-u r-al-f-e-souFGOs-agai nst-haza FdeH&-fRa-tefia.ls-as-eutli ned-in 
the-local-mitigation-stFategy. 
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Note: HIGHLIGHTED TEXT indicates changes made from Transmittal Draft of 5/10/2010 based upon the 
Objections, Recommendations, and Comments (ORC) Report issued by the Florida Dept. of Community 
Affairs (DCA) 7/13/2010 

Policy e..:I-O.Q-1-CS.11 .01 

Commercial and industrial establishments which use, treat, store, generate or transport toxic or 
hazardous substances shall submit annual reports, as required by state and federal regulations, 
which identify the materials and how these materials will be handled and disposed. 

OBJECTIVE CS.12 

The County will coordinate with the Department of State. Division of Historical Resources to 
protect historic and archaeological resources within the County. 

Policy CS.12.01 

The County shal l maintain an inventory of historic resources within the County based on 
information obtained from the Florida Master Site Fi le maintained by the Florida Dept. of State. 

Policy CS.12.02 

The County shall protect and preserv e known significant archaeologica l and historic resources by 
pursuing state funds for the purchase of specific si tes in eminent danger of destruction by the 
encroachment of development. 

Policy CS.12.03 

The County shall provide incentives in the Land Development Code to encourage the 
preservation and sensitive redevelopment of historic areas. 
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